Understanding regional changes in harm reduction
services in Ontario over the COVID-19 pandemic
This project compiled available evidence from the ODPRN Ontario Opioid Indicator

Tool and the PHO Interactive Opioid Tool into regional snapshots to display trends
related to harm reduction service delivery and opioid harms.
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Geographic variation
Public health unit regions between 2020 and 2021:

Increased Remained Decreased
(210%) similar (=-10%)

ED visits 29 regions 5 regions 0 regions
Opioid-related deaths 23 regions 8 regions 3 regions
Individuals on OAT 2 regions 32 regions O regions
Naloxone doses 27 regions 4 regions 3 regions
Foils provided 30 regions 2 regions 2 regions
Needles provided 8 regions 11 regions 15 regions

regions in Ontario, reinforcing the need to invest in locally-driven

Q The accessibility and need for harm reduction services varies between
responses that meet the needs of specific regions.

For more information DAl TORONTO Public Health
Nagy, E., Gomes, T., Mayer, D., Maier, A., Shearer, D., lacono, A., Cheng, C., Elankeeran, O DPRN
K., Bourgeois, S., Carter, M., and the LDCP Project Team (2023). Understanding

regional changes in harm reduction services in Ontario over the COVID-19 ety Relevance
pandemic: Findings from a Public Health Ontario funded Locally Driven

Collaborative Project. Available from: https:/odprn.ca/harm-reduction-snapshots/. .” g;l‘,é;ﬁ



https://odprn.ca/ontario-opioid-indicator-tool/
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/data-and-analysis/substance-use/interactive-opioid-tool
https://odprn.ca/harm-reduction-snapshots/

