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Opioid Toxicity Deaths Among Youth in Ontario 
Prior to and During the COVID-19 Pandemic

Trends in Opioid Toxicity Deaths Among Youth
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Pre-Pandemic
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During Pandemic
March 17, 2020 - March 16, 2021
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Pre-Pandemic 14%
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Adolescents (aged 15 to 17 years) and young adults (aged 18 to 24 years) were included in this study.

Opioids Involved in Opioid Toxicity Deaths Among Youth

Non-Opioid Substances Involved in Opioid Toxicity Deaths Among Youth

Recent Healthcare Interactions Prior to Death During the Pandemic
Interactions were similar in the pre-pandemic period

H
had a healthcare encounter in 
the 7 days prior to death

had evidence of opioid use disorder (OUD)
53%

Reciept of opioid agonist treatment among those with OUD:
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